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Restoring Hope

A tornado, flood or other disaster can

tear through our community in

moments...destroying homes and
businesses, uprooting families and
leaving behind a path of destruction

and broken dreams.

Di sasters can str
And when they strike in Michigan City,

the Emergency Management

Volunteers stand ready to respond.

We canot
but we can reduce their impact

and help people and the community

to recover more quickly.

Wonot you |

219/873-1499

prevent

The community of Michigan City needs
people like you to be trained and ready to
provide information and assistance to
those affected by disaster. Our team of
emergency volunteers has been called on
to serve after tornadoes, clearing streets,
removing debris so people can be liberated
from homes and cars, and getting people
to the shelter and medical assistance they
need. Our volunteers have provided
logistical and technical assistance with
medical clinics involved with HIN1
pandemic influenza...and many more
incidents. We need you...and your specific
set of skills...to complete our team so that
we are properly prepared for whatever
disaster may come to our community.

Please complete the form on the right, tear
It off, and mail i
and email it to us.

Youodl | never regr

John Jones, Director, EMA

y | am interested...
and would like
to volunteer with EMA
in LaPorte County.

Name

Day Phone/Evening Phone

Home Address/Zip Code

Email address

Have you previously been an active
member of an emergency management
organization? yes no

If yes, please provide info:

Please tell us a bit about your skills and
experience?




The functions of emergency The Michigan City Emerge

management have been per- Management Agency focug
formed for decades by govern- educating local citizens on
ment and private organizations; it  principles of emergency op
was only recently that the broader tions: mitigation, preparatid
ideas about managing emergen- response, emergency evagd
cies were discussed. The Civil Defense Act of 195Qion and recovery.
provided for a joint responsibility to carry out civil

defense that rested with the federal government, Volunteers are vital to disa
the states, and all local jurisdictions. Each level of response and recovery. Th
government had specific responsibilities. However,Michigan City Emergency
all had a responsibility of preparedness for nuclear Management Agency is pr:

attack. The formation of the Federal Emergency to be the agency responsille

Management Agency (FEMA) in 1979 and ultimatefor training and coordinating
name change to Emergency Management was an volunteers during times of

bud T he four pHases of

emergency
management.

indication of a change away from specialized pre- need. Along with our volun-

Over the past several years, we and our emergency volun-
teers have responded to natural disasters such as tornados
and straighine winds, thunderstorms and hailstorms. We
have also provided services to the LaPorte County Health

paredness for single hazards and a move toward teers, we help our residents to pick up the pieces when digagpartment as well as the LaPorte County Emergency
an all hazards approach; atteatkiral, and tech- ter strikes...and to restore hope where there had been littleperations and Pandemic Teams. We have assisted

nologicdl to potential threats to life and property.
This reflects not a reduction in security, but an Our Emergency Volunteers:

increased emphasis on making the nation's emer- E  Promote family preparedness by distributing educationgffic and crowd control during parades, festivals and events

gency management capability responsible for any materials
major emergency or disaster. A merger of 20 fed-

m

eral agencies took place in March 2003 forming the  to distribute meals to victims and relief workers

Department of Homeland Security. E Assist with the placement and tracking of victims in

evacuation shelters

Michigan City Festivals, Inc., the Michigan City Mainstreeet
Association, and the City of Michigan City with logistics,

that draw large crowds. We are also prepared to provide

Assist the American Red Cross and other organizationgssistance in the event of health issues such as a wide-
spread pandemic that overwhelms our hospitals. We provide
our volunteers with uniforms that make them easily visible as

Emergency Management volunteers.

Today's Emergency Management is an intricate E  Compile and distribute disaster recovery information to

part of Homeland Security forming the Prepared- _ survivors

ness and Recovery Directorate. As an agency not £ Answer phones at volunteer intake or disaster recove

aligned with law enforcement, fire protectionor ~_ Centers

medical services, it provides a strong association E Provide debris removal and-ofeassistance to the

with all three while mitigation, preparedness, re- elderly or disabled

sponse and recovery remain major responsibilities.E  Provide logistical and traffic control assistance to the i
safety

communityods

in LaPorte County.

Training for volunteers is provic
by the Michigan City Emergenc
Management Agency, the Ame
Red Cross, and other professic

of fi

We encourage people of all ages and skills to join

"Sur Emergency Management Volunteer team.

mp

mp

E

Control Traffic
Block/Close Streets
Provide Security

Assist Fire Departments
Staff Emergency Shelters
Help the Red Cross
Work Large Events

Assist with:
e Parades
e Festivals
e Concerts

e Sporting Events
Train for Emergencies and
Disasters = - "W



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Em_cycle.png

