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Special points of in-
terest:

E Rural America in- LaPorte County may be poised to live the dream

cludes 80% of our | have lived in LaPorte So | ask for your indulgenagen up
nationods County my entire life, so | have in- as | dare to dream about our futurethe Lake
vested a lot of my time, talent and using our assets, a few big, bold Michigan
treasure here. But what | have gainétbughts, and the phrase, "What if lakefront

E Older and historic from my lifelong association with thisaPorte County became a leader?'to the

barns can provide area far exceeds those investments. What if LaPorte County topkblic.

] g LaPorte County has provided me aits myriad of government layers and
practical benefits to home for my family for five genera-became a leader in government coM/hat if
one of the most excit tions, security, jobs, recreation, entlboration, cooperation, efficiency draPorte
ing and fastest tainment, peace and quiet, friends, effectiveness? Would that catch theCounty

. challenges, and leadership and volattention of our neighbors and the used its §§
growing segments of teer opportunities. entire state? location,

What if LaPorte County vast open lands and transporta-
used its location near the largest pdjmnr infrastructure to become the
lation in the Midwest, huge water rerub of intermodal commerce,
serves, and its vast agricultural re- warehousing and Higth com-
sources to become the breadbasketafications?
middle America? Using And finally, what if LaPorte
: new, green technology, we could g@eunty did all of the above?

— the crops needed to feed and fuel Would that have an effect on all
| will be forever grateful millions of people. Using greenhouses, neighbors? Would that cross
and thankful for the opportunity to that could be done yeaind. Spe-  boundaries? Would that require
spend my life in this great county. cialty crops like vegetables, fruit treesggional cooperation and collabo-
With that in mind, hopefully, comesax Christmas trees might become thation? Would that necessitate
desire for all of us to dream about thaple rather than the rarity. Agri  bold leadership, a shared vision,
future, and a willingness to work hataljrism could supplement farmers' working hard and investing in our

the rural economy
sustainable agricul-
ture.

Inside this i . ‘ invest our resources and provide thecomes. grandchildren's future? Would all
nside this Issue Page leadership to achieve those dreams. What if LaPorte County tothat provide a ripple effect to
- ; Dreaming is a wonderful but some-the lead in e¢ourism? From our Lakenprove education, human ser-

Youth Action Councif th timesscary adventure. It provides uMichigan shoreline with the sand  vices and social justice?

Action the passion to start each day with alunes, to the open farm fields, to ths it all just a dream? Maybe. But
purpose to move forward and to makeemajestic Kankakee River marsive have to start somewhere.

LLC Class #26 3 today better than yesterday. But it land, possibilities for a whole new
also provides us with the challengegdustry could be developed. Taking a

High School Leadership of the What?, Who?, Where?, Whele2d role in the completion of the MB¥-Jim Jessup, Director, LLC
and How? to proceed. guette Plan would be a bold action to

Rural Summit

Website Sponsorships Preser vi ng Amer i1 caos Rur

Best Winter Party of e Rurall America, which includes sorgad demographic shifts are t.)r'ing-Endanqered Historic Plabsre

Season 55 million people and 80 percent afigchanges to rural communities, than 20 rural endangered places

the nationds | amotad of themenelcotmesome a i hage been included on this list since
diverse array of historic re- rural regions, shrinking agricultural,988.

sourcesRural historic places rangéorestry, mining and manufacturing

from farmsteads and ranches to employment is leading to populatinn

Main Streets, country stores, loss, neglect and abandonment ¢ P
schools, churches, mill villages, historic structures and sitesigh :
bridges, scenic byways, fieldstonegrowth areas near cities and res
Calendar of Events | 6 walls, archeological sites and muahew development is literally consk
more. ing the historic rural landscape.
About our Website National Trust calls attention to

[T, our L he.rltage IS trreatened historic sites through
threatenedViajor economic, culturag . . N
annual listéfmer i caods

Shawnash Institute | 5
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for Your Group



http://www.preservationnation.org/issues/11-most-endangered/
http://www.preservationnation.org/issues/11-most-endangered/

The power to
lead is the

power to

communicate.

David Sarndoff
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Youth Action Council (YAC) In Action

For the year the La Porte Tots. In January the kids wiliation, inspiration, fun, and
Youth Action Councilis P partnering with the excitement at New Prairie

providing middle school Lubeznik Center for the ArtdMiddle School. Help, dona-
students from Boston and N the Empty Bowls project tons, and volunteers are still

Kesling training in communﬁf?se furII:ds ;orBthekL%I]Dolr(t_zneeded. Contact Jim.

: ounty Food Bank. The kids
Zr;(é&tta%%esrfﬁzr?;vggp;rg_e will design and make their N the LutﬁreYv'\&eChope to
tively participating under th@Wn clay bowls which will eﬁ)arn L ¢ IS | Lcor;ceft 0
leadership of Elena Mrozinihen be sold ata Souper g er 8¢ bo?ts;]mt e-l" ore
ske and Jim Jessup. So faPOW! party. Guess what f Olémy’ . ?h b rg_qw:e
they have survived the surfi@Ppens there!! On March und :ntg afyom: tcoor IT,?, or
mer leadership camp and € We will be sponsoring th@nd Sk(-) Vo lllJtnheers.Whe
ropes challenge course; thdyStever Middle School are seexing a ?ree. ©
attended the Smooth Jazz Leadership Summit for all (HEANS to join us*

Concert, and learned abouf?"and Mgradersin La
government at City Hall; thggrte County. A planning
served dinner to the hungnfommitiee of adults and stu-

at the Salvation Army, and dents is working to provide
collected toys for Toys for OVer 100 students with infor-

A few photos from the county bus tour taken
by Leadership Class #26 in November 2009.
Can you tell where each photo was taken?

There is nothing
guite so wonder-
ful as a good
idea, there is
nothing as tragic

as a good idea
which cannot be
communicated.

T Donald Ely




